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Pod reviewed Steering Committee Meeting topics from the 7/28 and 9/8 meetings.

Financial challenges are being experienced across hubs, leading to faculty/staff layoffs and 50% reduction in graduate students admitted at some schools.  Different strategies are being employed to help early career investigators pivot to new research areas if necessary. Large numbers of junior researchers are leaving academia; post-docs pursuing opportunities abroad. Diversifying funding beyond NIH, changing conventional academic career models (e.g., eliminating tenure), creating teaching opportunities for those with less funding, developing new biotech areas (quantum) were proposed as different ways to address current challenges.  

Research cores: Another topic of discussion was how research cores that are funded by multiple sources handle support of projects that are no longer aligned with federal priorities. Some institutions address this by separating the federally funded components of the core from those supported institutionally, ensuring that the former are dedicated only to studies consistent with federal priorities. There is also ongoing uncertainty about when to acknowledge CTSA on papers. 

CRCs: Decline in usage of CRCs (clinical research centers) has been observed at some hubs due to less overall clinical research activity, departments opening up their own facilities, etc.. while other hubs are experiencing pushback from investigators who want discounts for using the CRC. 

CTSA program: Concerns were expressed about the feasibility of NCATS to continue supporting new RC2 grants, CCIA grants and other CTSA initiatives in current environment. 
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